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ABSTRACT

An elongate flume is provided for receiving items of produce.
The flume comprises a first side and an opposite second side.
A plurality of baffles are provided, each baffle having a first
end at or adjacent the first side of the flume and a second end
which is spaced apart from the first side of the flume and
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1
GENTLE FLUME

PRIORITY CLAIM

This application is a continuation of PCT Application
Serial No. PCT/NZ2014/000088 filed May 16, 2014.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

It is an object of the present invention to provide an
improved flume for receiving items of produce, or at least one
which will provide a useful choice.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

In the sorting, grading and/or packaging of some items of
produce, the produce is conveyed through a machine (or
through a part or parts of the machine) in a stream of water.
Conveying the produce in this way reduces the likelihood of
the produce being damaged, and so is particularly suitable for
delicate items such as cherries.

The water in which the produce is conveyed is often
chilled. If the machine requires a large flow rate of water then
the energy cost of pumping and chilling the water can be
significant.

Another consideration with any such machine is the need to
keep individual items of produce separate if possible. If
groups of the individual items become entwined (particularly
items such as cherries which are picked with their stalks
attached) then this can lead to blockages in the machine.

The reference to any existing technology in the specifica-
tion is not, and should not be taken as, an acknowledgement
or any form of suggestion that that technology forms part of
the common general knowledge in any country.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to one aspect of the present invention there is
provided an elongate flume for receiving items of produce,
the flume comprising a first side and an opposite second side,
the flume provided with a plurality of baffles, each baffle
having a first end at or adjacent the first side of the flume and
a second end which is spaced apart from the first side of the
flume and spaced apart from the second side of the flume.

Preferably, in use, water flows from a first end of the flume
to a second end of the flume, and wherein the second end of
each baffle is offset towards the second end of the flume
relative to the first end of the baffle.

Preferably the baffles comprise substantially flat plates.

Preferably the baffles are substantially parallel to each
other.

Preferably the baffles are substantially vertical.

Preferably the flume is provided with at least two baffles.

Preferably a distance between the first side of the flume and
the second end of one of said baffles is greater than the
distance between the second end of said baffle and the second
side of the flume.

Preferably the flume comprises a floor which has a sloping
portion which slopes downwardly from the first side towards
the second side.

Preferably the floor has a substantially flat portion between
the sloping portion and the second side, wherein the flat
portion does not slope between the first and second sides.

Preferably the sloping portion of the floor extends beyond
the baftles towards the second side of the flume.
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Preferably the first end of the flume comprises an inlet
channel and the second end of the flume comprises an outlet
channel.

Preferably a width of the inlet and outlets channels is
substantially equal to the space between the second end of one
of said baftles and the second side of the flume.

Preferably the inlet channel slopes downwardly.

Preferably the outlet channel comprises a weir portion.

Preferably the weir portion comprises a floor portion which
slopes upward.

Preferably a height of the baffles is equal to or greater than
a height of the weir portion.

Preferably the first and second sides of the flume are sub-
stantially parallel.

According to a second aspect of the present invention there
is provided a flume for receiving items of produce substan-
tially as herein described with reference to the accompanying
drawings.

According to a further aspect of the present invention there
is provided an elongate flume having a first end and a second
end, a first side and an opposite second side, the flume con-
figured such that when water flows, in use, through the flume
from the first end to the second end, an area of substantially
stationary water is created adjacent the first side of the flume.

Preferably the flume comprises a floor which slopes down-
ward from the first side towards the second side.

Preferably the area of substantially stationary water is cre-
ated by a plurality of baffles, each baftle having a first end at
or adjacent the first side of the flume and a second end which
is spaced apart from the second side of the flume.

Preferably the second end of each baffle is offset in the
downstream direction from the first end of the baffle.

The invention may also be said broadly to consist in the
parts, elements and features referred to or indicated in the
specification of the application, individually or collectively,
in any or all combinations of two or more of said parts,
elements or features, and where specific integers are men-
tioned herein which have known equivalents in the art to
which the invention relates, such known equivalents are
deemed to be incorporated herein as if individually set forth.

Further aspects of the invention, which should be consid-
ered in all its novel aspects, will become apparent from the
following description given by way of example of possible
embodiments of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is an isometric view of a flume of the present
invention.

FIG. 2 is an isometric view of the flume of FIG. 1 from the
opposite side.

FIG. 3 is a plan view of the flume of FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is a cross-section of the flume of FIG. 1 through
plane A-A.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Referring to the figures, a flume according to embodiment
of'the present invention is generally referenced by arrow 100.

The flume 100 has a first end 1 and second end 2. In use,
water flows from the first end 1 towards the second end 2, as
indicated by arrow F. In the embodiment shown the flume has
an inlet channel 3 at the first end 1 and an outlet channel 4 at
the second end 2, although other inlet and outlet configura-
tions are possible. The inlet and outlet channels 3, 4 are
described further below.
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Referring to FIGS. 3 and 4 in particular, the flume 100 has
a first side 5 and an opposite second side 6. In a preferred
embodiment the sides 5, 6 are substantially parallel.

Referring nextto FIG. 3 inparticular, at least two, and more
preferably three or more baffles 7 are provided which extend
from the first side 5 toward the second side 6. The baffles 7
have a first end 8 at or adjacent the first side 5 and a second end
9 which is spaced apart from the second side 6 so as to allow
the water to flow between the second end 9 of the baffle 7 and
the second side 6 of the flume.

The presence of the baffles 7 creates an area in the flume
100 between the baftles 7 in which the water does not flow.
The water is preferably substantially stationary in this area,
although there may be some eddy currents present.

Thebaffles 7 are preferably angled such that the second end
9 of each baffle 7 is further downstream (that is, further
towards the second end 2 of the flume) than the first end 8 of
the baftle.

In preferred embodiments the baftles 7 form an angle of
between 90° and 45° to the second side 6 of the flume 100.

The flume 100 has a floor 10 which comprises a sloping
portion 11 which slopes downward from the first side 5
towards the second side 6. The floor 10 further comprises a
substantially flat portion 12 adjacent the sloping portion 11
which does not have a slope in the direction between the first
and second sides 5, 6. An upwardly sloping portion 13 may be
provided between the flat portion 12 and the second side 6. In
the embodiment shown the sloping portion 11 has a portion of
increased slope 11a adjacent the intersection with the flat
portion 12. The flume may also comprise substantially verti-
cal side walls 14.

In preferred embodiments the sloping portion 11,11A of
the floor extends beyond the second end 9 of each baffle 7, as
best seen in FIG. 4.

Referring next to FIGS. 1-3, the flume 100 may have an
inlet channel 3 which is downwardly sloped (in the direction
of the water flow) and the outlet channel 4 may comprise a
weir portion 15. The weir portion 15 has a portion 16 which
slopes upwardly (in the direction of the water flow) followed
by a downwardly sloping portion 17. The weir portion is
preferably shaped such that, in use, the depth of the water in
the flume above the flat portion 12 of the floor is at least equal
to the average diameter of the produce. When used for cher-
ries, the water depth may be around 100 mm.

In embodiments with sufficient back pressure downstream
of the flume 100, or in the flume outlet 4, the weir portion 15
may be omitted. The weir portion 15, if provided, need not be
watertight, but merely provides the back pressure required to
maintain the required water level in the flume when the flume
is in use.

The width of the inlet and outlet channels 3, 4 is preferably
substantially equal to the width of'the clear space between the
second end 9 of the baftles 7 and the second side 6 of the flume
100, and the channels 3, 4 are preferably substantially in line
with this clear space so that water can flow from the inlet
channel 3 to the outlet channel 4 substantially without inter-
ruption from the baffles 7, although some turbulence is pref-
erably created around the second end 9 of the baffles. This
turbulence assists in moving the produce through the flume.

Inuse, items of produce, for example cherries, are dropped
into the flume 100, for example from a conveyor (not shown).

The items land in the water in the space between the baftles
7, that is, in the area of the flume in which the water is not
flowing. In preferred embodiments the items enter the water
towards the second end 9 of the baffles 7, that is, towards the
centerline of the flume 100 and away from the first side 5 of
the flume 100.
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In a preferred embodiment the items enter the water with a
horizontal momentum component which tends to carry the
items towards the flowing water above the flat portion 12 of
the floor. The produce moves down the sloping portion 11 of
the floor 10 towards the second end 9 of the baffles 7 and is
then carried away by the water flow towards the outlet chan-
nel 4.

One advantage of providing the baffles 7 is that groups of
produce which have become entangled will tend to become
separated as each individual item in the group enters the
stream of flowing water and is carried away.

A further advantage is that the flume can be relatively wide,
and the flowing portion of the water relatively deep, while still
requiring a relatively low flow rate of water to operate prop-
erly.

A still further advantage is that separating the area of the
flume into which the produce is received from the area in
which the produce moves through the flume reduces the
chances of contact between the produce items, and in particu-
lar, reduces the chances that an item of produce which is
dropped into the flume will land on top of another item which
is already in the flume.

In a preferred embodiment the flume 100 comprises part of
an otherwise conventional produce sorting machine (not
shown), for example a cherry sorting machine. The flume
may receive items of produce which have been scanned and/
or graded and/or sized and which are to be transported to a
packaging station. The produce sorting machine preferably
comprises separate flumes 100 for each different grade and/or
size of produce.

Unless the context clearly requires otherwise, throughout
the description and the claims, the words “comprise,” “com-
prising,” and the like, are to be construed in an inclusive sense
as opposed to an exclusive or exhaustive sense, that is to say,
in the sense of “including, but not limited to.”

Where in the foregoing description, reference has been
made to specific components or integers of the invention
having known equivalents, then such equivalents are herein
incorporated as if individually set forth.

Although this invention has been described by way of
example and with reference to possible embodiments thereof,
it is to be understood that modifications or improvements may
be made thereto without departing from the scope of the
appended claims.

The embodiments of the invention in which an exclusive
property or privilege is claimed are defined as follows:

1. An elongate flume for receiving items of produce, the
flume having a first side and an opposite second side and a
floor with a sloping portion which slopes downwardly from
the first side towards the second side, the floor comprising a
further portion between the sloping portion and the second
side that does not slope downwardly between the first and
second sides, the flume comprising a plurality of baffles, each
baftle having a proximal end at or adjacent the first side of the
flume and a distal end extended generally towards but spaced
apart from the second side of the flume.

2. The flume of claim 1, wherein

the flume has a first end and a second end and

the distal end of each baffle is offset towards the second end

of the flume relative to the proximal end of the baffle.

3. The flume of claim 1, wherein the baffles comprise
substantially flat plates.

4. The flume of claim 1, wherein the baffles are substan-
tially parallel to each other.

5. The flume of claim 1, wherein the baffles are substan-
tially vertical.
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6. The flume of claim 1, wherein the flume is provided with
at least three baffles.

7. The flume of claim 1, wherein a distance between the
first side of the flume and the distal end of one of said baftles
is greater than the distance between the distal end of the baffle 5
and the second side of the flume.

8. The flume of claim 1, wherein the sloping portion of the
floor extends beyond the baffles towards the second side of
the flume.

9. The flume of claim 1, wherein the first end of the flume 10
comprises an inlet channel and the second end of the flume
comprises an outlet channel.

10. The flume of claim 9, wherein a width of the inlet and
outlets channels is substantially equal to the space between
the distal end of one of said baffles and the second side of the 15
flume.

11. The flume of claim 9, wherein the inlet channel slopes
downwardly.

12. The flume of claim 9, wherein the outlet channel com-
prises a weir portion. 20
13. The flume of claim 12, wherein the weir portion com-

prises a floor portion which slopes upward.

14. The flume of claim 12, wherein a height of the baffles is
equal to or greater than a height of the weir portion.

15. The flume of claim 1, wherein the first and second sides 25
of the flume are substantially parallel.
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